                    Ideas  to Incorporate the Magic Mark  Reflection Cards
✨ Using Magic Mark Reflection Cards with Children ✨
Helping children discover strengths, practice gratitude, and build confidence through meaningful conversations.
🌞 Morning Meeting / Circle Time
Purpose: Set a positive tone and build classroom community.
An adult selects one card each day and invites children to respond.
Example:
Card: “A strength I have is…”
Teacher says:
“Today we are thinking about the special strengths we bring to our classroom. I’ll share mine first: A strength I have is being a good listener. What is a strength you have?”
Adult Tip: Model first. Children often need to hear an example before they feel comfortable sharing.

💛 One-on-One Conversations
Purpose: Help children recognize their own growth and strengths.
Use cards during:
· Arrival time 
· Transitions 
· Quiet conversations 
· Teacher check-ins 
· Family conversations 
Example:
Card: “I feel confident when I…”
Adult asks:
“I noticed you felt really proud when you helped your friend today. Does that feel like a time when your confidence was shining?”
This helps children connect actions to strengths.

🌈 Strength Spotting Throughout the Day
Purpose: Help children notice their own and others’ magic marks.
Adults can use reflection cards after observing meaningful moments.
Example:
Child helps another child zip their coat.
Adult says:
“I noticed your helping hands today. Which magic mark do you think you were showing?”
Possible card:
⭐ “I can use my helping hands to…”

📚 After Reading Rider’s Magic Mark
Purpose: Extend the story into deeper thinking.
After reading, choose a character-based reflection card.
Examples:
Card: “A strength I see in someone else is…”
Adult asks:
“What magic mark did Rider notice in Jensen?”
Card: “Something that makes me unique is…”
Adult asks:
“What makes you special like Rider and his friends?”

🎨 During Art & Writing Activities
Purpose: Encourage self-expression.
Children can draw, write, or dictate responses.
Example:
Card: “If my magic mark had a color, it would be…”
Children:
· Choose a color 
· Create artwork 
· Explain the meaning behind their choice 
Adult prompts:
· “Tell me about your choice.” 
· “What does this color show about you?” 
· “What strength does your magic mark represent?” 

🏡 Family Connection
Purpose: Encourage conversations beyond the classroom.
Families can choose one card during:
· Dinner conversations 
· Bedtime routines 
· Car rides 
· Weekend activities 
Example:
Parent asks:
“Today’s magic mark question is: Someone who helped me today was…”
Family members can all share.

👩‍🏫 Adult Reflection (Teacher Practice)
These cards can also support educators in noticing children’s strengths.
Teachers can reflect:
⭐ “A strength I noticed in a child today was…”
⭐ “A child surprised me when they…”
⭐ “A moment of kindness I observed was…”
⭐ “A child’s magic mark was shining when…”

Suggested Teacher Language:
Instead of saying:
❌ “Good job.”
Try:
✅ “I noticed your magic mark shining when you kept trying.”
✅ “Your kindness helped your friend feel included.”
✅ “You showed courage when you tried something new.”
✅ “Your creativity gave us a new idea.”

