Incorporating Math Concepts:
📊 Graphing and Data Collection Ideas
· Create class graphs based on visible attributes that make each student different such as: 
· Hair length (long, short) 
· Hair type (curly, straight, wavy) 
· Favorite colors 
· Eye color 
· Freckles, birthmarks, glasses, hearing aids, walking, wheelchair
· Clothing colors 
· Use simple pictographs or sticker charts to represent student responses 
· Discuss results: 
· “Which group has more?” 
· “Which has less?” 
· “What do we notice about our class?” 
🔍 Compare and Contrast Activities
· Compare similarities and differences in the classroom community: 
· “How are we alike and different?” 
· “What do we notice about our hair, eyes, or clothing?” 
· Use sentence frames: 
· “I notice that…” 
· “We are the same because…” 
· “We are different because…” 
🔷 Sorting Activities (Math + SEL Integration)
Sorting helps children notice similarities and differences while building early mathematical thinking skills such as classification, grouping, and organizing data.
🧺 Classroom Sorting Ideas
· Sort students’ responses or picture cards by categories such as: 
· Things we are grateful for (family, friends, pets, toys, nature) 
· Ways we are special (kind, helpful, creative, brave) 
· Visible attributes (hair color, eye color, clothing colors) 
· Favorite things (food, colors, activities)
🧠 Teacher Language During Sorting
Use simple math vocabulary throughout:
· “Let’s group these together because they are alike.” 
· “What do you notice about these items?” 
· “How could we sort these in a different way?” 
· “Which group has more? Which has less?”
 
💛 SEL Connection (Important)
Always connect math back to identity and belonging:
· “Even though we are different, we are all important in our classroom community.” 
· “Our differences help make our class unique.” 
· Our differences make us stronger. 






































Alignment to Math Standards
➕ Math Integration (CASEL + CCSS Alignment)
Gratitude, Identity, and Data Exploration
This curriculum integrates early math concepts through meaningful, real-world experiences connected to students’ identities, strengths, and gratitude. Children engage in sorting, graphing, counting, and comparing while building social-emotional awareness and classroom community.

📊 Sorting, Graphing, and Data Collection
Students participate in hands-on data experiences such as sorting and graphing classroom information (e.g., hair type, eye color, favorite things, or ways they are special).
CASEL Alignment
· Self-Awareness: Students recognize their own traits, preferences, and strengths 
· Social Awareness: Students observe and respect similarities and differences in others 
· Relationship Skills: Students engage in shared group activities and discussions 
· Responsible Decision-Making: Students categorize, sort, and explain reasoning 
CCSS Alignment (Mathematics)
· K.MD.B.3 / 1.MD.C.4: Classify objects into given categories; represent and interpret data using charts, tables, and graphs 
· Students sort objects or responses into categories (e.g., hair color, gratitude themes, favorite things) 
· Students compare quantities using terms such as more, less, and same 

🔷 Compare and Contrast Activities
Students use observation and discussion to compare similarities and differences within the classroom community.
CASEL Alignment
· Social Awareness: Recognize and appreciate diversity among peers 
· Self-Awareness: Identify personal traits and strengths 
· Relationship Skills: Engage in respectful dialogue and shared reflection 
CCSS Alignment (ELA Integration with Math Thinking)
· SL.K.1 / SL.1.1: Participate in collaborative conversations with peers 
· SL.K.4: Describe familiar people, places, and experiences 
· Students use language such as: 
· “We are the same because…” 
· “We are different because…” 
· “I notice…” 

📈 Graphing and Class Data Activities
Students contribute to class-created bar graphs, pictographs, and tally charts based on classroom attributes and preferences.
CASEL Alignment
· Self-Awareness: Students reflect on personal identity and preferences 
· Social Awareness: Students recognize group patterns and differences 
· Relationship Skills: Students contribute to shared class data experiences 
CCSS Alignment (Mathematics)
· K.CC / 1.MD.C.4: Count, compare, and represent data using graphs and charts 
· Students answer questions such as: 
· “Which group has more?” 
· “Which group has less?” 
· “What do we notice about our class?” 
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